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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Office  of  the  Secretary 

15  CFR  Part*  7a,  7b,  and  7c 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  National 
Voluntary  Laboratory  Accreditation 
Program  Procedures  To  Include 
Criteria  for  Accrediting  Testing 
Laboratories  and  To  Eliminate  the 
Need  for  Criteria  Committees 

agency:  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Commerce  for  Productivity.  Technology 
and  Innovation. 

ACTION:  Proposed  change  in  procedures. 

summary:  This  document  proposes  to 
amend  the  National  Voluntary 
Laboratory  Accreditation  Program 
(NVLAP)  procedures  (15  CFR  Parts  7a, 

7b.  and  7c)  in  two  ways.  First,  it  would 
add  to  the  procedures  the  general  and 
specific  criteria  which  testing 
laboratories  must  meet  in  order  to  be 
accredited  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce  (DoC).  This  would  establish 
universal  criteria  for  evaluating 
laboratories  in  all  product  or  service 
areas.  The  use  of  universal  criteria  is 
intended  to  assure  uniform  evaluation  of 
laboratories,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
conflicting  criteria,  and  to  minimize 
accreditation  costs  to  the  laboratory. 
Changes  in  the  criteria  could  be  made 
where  deemed  necessary  in  some 
product  or  service  areas. 

Second,  it  would  eliminate  the  need  to 
establish  National  Laboratory 
Accreditation  Criteria  Committees 
(Criteria  Committees)  to  develop  and 
recommend  to  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce  (Secretary)  criteria  for  each 
laboratory  accreditation  program  (LAP). 
It  would  establish  a  National  Laboratory 
Accreditation  Advisory  Committee 
(Advisory  Committee)  to  provide  advice 
to  DoC  on  the  NVLAP  accreditation 
process,  amendements  to  the  criteria, 
and  accreditation  on  the  national  and 
international  levels. 

DATES:  Interested  parties  are  requested 
to  submit  their  comments  on  or  before 
March  30, 1981.  A  request  for  an 
informal  hearing  may  be  made  before 
February  15, 1981. 

ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be  in 
writing  and  addressed  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Productivity,  Technology 
and  Innovation.  Room  3864,  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.C.  20230,  or  delivered  to  Room  3864, 
Main  Commerce  Building,  14th  Street 
between  Constitution  and  Pennsylvania 
Avenues,  N.W.,  between  8:30  a.m.  and 
5:00  p.m. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Dr.  Howard  I.  Forman,  Deputy  Assistant 


Secretary  for  Product  Standards  Policy. 
Room  3876,  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  Washington.  D.C.  20230, 

(202)  377-3221. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Current  Procedures 

NVLAP  was  established  by  a 
regulation  promulgated  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  February  25, 1976  (41  FR 
8163-8166. 15  CFR  Part  7  which  has  been 
redesignated  15  CFR  Part  7a).  pursuant 
to  15  U.S.C.  272,  and  Part  VI  of 
Reorganization  Plan  No.  3  of  1946.  This 
notice  of  rule  making  describes  the 
procedures  for  the  operation  of  NVLAP 
including  the  development  of  general 
and  specific  criteria  for  accrediting 
testing  laboratories.  This  regulation  was 
amended  by  the  addition  of  optional 
procedures  for  use  by  Federal  agencies 
(15  CFR  Part  7b)  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  March  9. 1979  (44  FR 
12982-12990),  and  later  by  the  addition 
of  optional  procedures  for  use  by  private 
sector  organizations  (15  CFR  Part  7c) 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
April  25, 1979  (44FR  24272-24282). 

Part  7a  Procedures.  The  Part  7a 
procedures  set  out  the  requirements  for 
establishing  a  laboratory  accreditation 
program  (LAP)  to  accredit  laboratories 
that  test  in  a  particular  product  or 
service  area.  Several  steps  are  involved: 

1.  After  having  published  a  proposed 
determination  of  need,  and  having 
considered  public  comments  on  the 
proposed  determination,  the  Secretary 
(or  his/her  designee)  finds  that  there  is  a 
need  for  a  LAP  requested  in  a  particular 
product  or  service  area. 

2.  When  a  finding  of  need  is  made,  the 
Secretary  appoints  a  Criteria  Committee 
composed  of  members  selected  from 
Federal  agencies,  State  and  local 
government  agencies,  and  the  private 
sector  to  fairly  represent  the  interests 
affected  by  the  Secretary’s  finding  of 
need  for  the  LAP. 

3.  Based  on  a  request  from  the 
Secretary,  the  Criteria  Committee 
develops  and  recommends  general  apd 
specific  criteria  to  accredit  testing 
laboratories  that  serve  the  specific 
product  or  service  area  for  which  the 
Committee  was  formed. 

4.  Upon  receipt  and  analysis  of  the 
Committee’s  recommendations,  the 
Secretary  publishes  in  the  Federal 
Register  for  public  comment  a  notice 
containing  proposed  general  and 
specific  criteria. 

5.  After  receipt  of  all  written  and  oral 
comments,  the  Criteria  Committee 
evaluates  the  comments  and  makes 
recommendations  with  respect  to  the 
comments  received. 

6.  After  appropriate  analysis  of  the 
recommendations,  the  Secrertary 


publishes  a  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register  announcing  the  final  general 
and  specific  criteria  that  testing 
laboratories  must  meet  in  order  to  be 
accredited  by  NVLAP  for  the  particular 
product  or  service  area. 

Part  7b  and  7c  Procedures.  The 
optional  procedures  for  use  by  Federal 
agencies  (15  CFR  Part  7b)  and  the 
optional  procedures  for  use  by  private 
sector  organizations  (15  CFR  Part  7c) 
provide  two  alternatives  for  developing 
general  and  specific  criteria: 

1.  The  Federal  agency  or  private 
sector  organization  which  is  requesting 
the  LAP  may  recommend  to  the 
Secretary  general  and  specific  criteria 
compatible  with  criteria  already 
established  and  in  use  in  other  LAPs. 

The  Secretary  decides,  after 
consultation  with  the  requesting  party, 
on  the  precise  language  of  the  proposed 
general  and  specific  criteria. 

2.  In  those  cases  where  the  requesting 
Federal  agency  or  private  sector 
organization  chooses  not  to  recommend 
laboratory  accreditation  criteria,  the 
Secretary  establishes  a  Criteria 
Committee  to  develop  and  recommend 
proposed  criteria  as  under  the  Part  7a 
procedures. 

Whether  recommended  by  the 
requesting  party  or  by  a  Criteria 
Committee,  the  proposed  general  and 
specific  criteria  are  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  for  public  comment. 

The  Secretary  evaluates  the 
recommendations  and  public  comments 
and  publishes  final  general  and  specific 
criteria  for  the  specified  product  or 
service  as  required  under  the  Part  7a 
procedures. 

With  careful  coordination  it  is 
possible  under  all  three  sets  of 
procedures  to  establish  one  set  of 
criteria  for  several  product  or  service 
areas. 

Background 

Three  LAPs  are  fully  operational 
under  these  NVLAP  procedures — 
thermal  insulation  materials,  freshly 
mixed  field  concrete,  and  carpet.  Under 
the  Part  7a  procedures,  the  two  Criteria 
Committees  formed  by  DoC  developed 
and  recommended  criteria  for  thermal 
insulation  materials  and  freshly  mixed 
field  concrete.  The  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD),  under  Part  7b  procedures, 
recommended  criteria  for  the  LAP  in 
carpet.  The  Secretary  was  able  to 
combine  the  three  recommendations  to 
establish  one  set  of  criteria  to  be  used  in 
accrediting  testing  laboratories  in  the 
three  product  or  service  areas.  These 
criteria  were  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  January  23, 1980  (45  FR 
5572-5600). 
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The  use  of  a  Criteria  Committee  to 
develop  and  recommend  criteria  for 
each  product  or  service  area  was 
originally  included  in  the  NVLAP 
procedures  so  that  DoC  could  benefit 
from  the  knowledge,  experience,  and 
expertise  of  individuals  from  both  the 
private  and  public  sectors  who  were 
involved  in  accreditation,  the  operation 
of  testing  laboratories,  or  technical 
areas  relevant  to  the  specific  product  or 
service  areas. 

Basis  and  Purpose  of  Amendment 

NVLAP  was  developed  to  provide 
national  recognition  of  the  capability  of 
laboratories  qualified  to  perform  tests  in 
product  or  service  areas  where  such 
recognition  is  needed.  DoC  believes  that 
the  criteria  used  in  conferring  this 
national  recognition  should  be  identical 
or  as  consistent  as  possible  among 
various  product  or  service  areas  for 
which  accreditation  is  granted.  It  is 
generally  understood  that  there  are 
certain  fundamental  elements  relative  to 
facilities,  equipment,  personnel,  and 
quality  control  practices  that  all 
laboratories  should  possess.  The 
established  criteria  reflect  the  basis  of 
those  fundamental  elements  as  they 
apply  to  the  LAPs  for  insulation, 
concrete,  and  carpet.  The  consistent 
criteria  for  these  three  LAPs  are 
expected  to  be  applicable  to  future  LAPs 
in  other  product  or  service  areas.  The 
use  of  consistent  criteria  will  tend  to 
assure  that  NVLAP  accredited 
laboratories  have  been  uniformly 
assessed  regardless  of  the  product  or 
service  area.  Similarly,  laboratories 
seeking  accreditation  in  more  than  one 
area  will  be  less  likely  to  be  faced  with 
different  and  possibly  conflicting 
criteria.  From  an  operational  point  of 
view,  consistent  evaluation  criteria, 
regardless  of  the  number  of  LAPs  or  test 
methods  for  which  a  laboratory  may 
seek  accreditation,  are  desirable  in 
order  to  minimize  accreditation  costs  to 
the  laboratories  and  the  likelihood  of 
confusion  in  administering  the  program. 

DoC  has  concluded,  through  the  actual 
implementation  of  the  present 
laboratory  accreditation  criteria  in 
assessing  the  approximately  100  testing 
laboratories  which  requested 
accreditation  in  the  three  LAPs,  that  the 
present  criteria  are  appropriate  to  the 
three  product  areas  and  practical  to  the 
operations  of  NVLAP. 

Since  DoC  anticipates  that  the  criteria 
will  continue  to  be  similar  from  one 
product  to  the  next,  the  agency  believes 
there  is  no  longer  a  need  to  develop  new 
criteria  for  each  requested  LAP.  Using  a 
single  set  of  criteria  would  mean  that  a 
testing  laboratory  would  not  have  to 
supply  similar  data  in  different  formats 


when  seeking  accreditation  in  more  than 
one  product  or  service  area.  The  testing 
laboratory  would  be  required  to  supply 
only  additional  data  as  needed  to 
evaluate  new  test  methods  being  added 
to  its  list  of  accredited  methods.  The 
testing  laboratory  would  be  supplied 
with  explanatory  information  to  tailor 
the  criteria  to  the  particular 
characteristics  of  each  test  method  for 
which  it  has  applied  for  accreditation. 

DoC  realizes  that  changes  in  the 
universal  language  of  the  criteria  may  be 
necessary  in  the  future,  but  believes 
these  changes  are  likely  to  be  few  in 
number.  Sound  analysis  and  persuasive 
logic  will  be  needed  to  justify  proposing 
a  change  in  the  present  criteria. 

DoC  believes  that  since  appropriate 
universal  general  and  specific  criteria 
have  now  been  developed  which  can  be 
used  iruall  future  LAPs  with  only 
occasional  changes,  there  is  no  longer 
any  need  to  establish  a  Criteria 
Committee  for  each  new  product  or 
service  area. 

To  continue  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  knowledge,  experience,  and 
expertise  of  individuals  involved  in 
accreditation  or  the  operation  of  testing 
laboratories,  DoC  believes  that  a  single 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation 
Advisory  Committee  (Advisory 
Committee)  should  be  established  and 
maintained.  This  Advisory  Committee 
would  be  composed  of  qualified 
individuals  from  Federal,  State,  and 
local  governments,  testing  laboratories, 
and  groups  who  use  testing  laboratories. 
The  Committee  would  meet  at  the 
request  of  DoC  and  would  function 
solely  in  an  advisory  capacity.  Its 
activities  would  include  providing 
advice  on  the  accreditation  process, 
amendments  to  the  general  and  specific 
criteria,  the  changing  needs  of  testing 
laboratories  and  industry,  and  all 
aspects  of  accreditation  on  both  the 
national  and  international  levels. 

In  the  past  the  Criteria  Committee 
also  served  as  an  informal  source  of 
information  on  precision  and  accuracy 
expectations  for  test  methods, 
proficiency  testing  approaches, 
materials  and  protocols  for  assessing  a 
laboratory’s  performance,  and  the 
generation  of  explanatory  information  to 
tailor  the  criteria  to  the  test  methods 
within  a  LAP.  To  continue  to  receive  this 
valuable  information  on  technical 
matters  DoC  plans  to  hold  workshops 
for  specific  product  or  service  areas. 
These  workshops  will  be  open  to 
anyone  from  the  public  or  private 
sectors  interested  in  the  specific  LAP, 
and  could  include  testing  laboratory 
personnel,  manufacturers,  research 
organizations,  standards  writing  bodies, 
and  Federal.  State,  and  local  agencies 


whose  regulations  impact  the  product  or 
service  area  under  consideration. 

Proposed  Amendments 

DoC  proposes  to  amend  the  NVLAP 
procedures  to  include  the  universal 
general  and  specific  criteria  that  must 
be  met  by  a  testing  laboratory  in  order 
to  receive  NVLAP  accreditation.  These 
criteria  are  identical  to  those  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  on  January  23, 

1980  (45  FR  5572-5600)  as  the  final 
criteria  for  accrediting  laboratories  that 
test  thermal  insulation  materials,  freshly 
mixed  field  concrete,  or  carpet.  Section 
7a.l9,  General  and  Specific  Criteria  for 
Accrediting  Testing  Laboratories,  is 
added  to  the  Part  7a  procedures  to 
provide  a  description  of  the  criteria 
along  with  requirements  and  limitations 
placed  on  DoC  and  testing  laboratories 
relevant  to  the  criteria.  Sections  7a.20 
through  7a.30  are  added  setting  forth  the 
actual  general  and  specific  criteria  along 
with  the  specific  conformance 
requirements  for  each  criterion.  Sections 
7a. 7,  7b. 7,  and  7c .7,  of  the  Part  7a,  7b. 
and  7c  procedures,  respectively. 
Development  and  Recommendation  of 
Criteria  for  Accrediting  Testing 
Laboratories,  are  deleted. 

DoC  proposes  to  amend  §§  7a.4(b)(5), 
7b.4(b)(5),  and  7c.4(b){5)  to  allow  the 
party  requesting  a  LAP  in  a  product  or 
service  area  to  include  in  the  request 
recommendations  of  amendments  to  the 
criteria.  Sections  7a.4(h)(3).  7a.5(a),  7b.5 
and  7c.5  are  amended  to  allow  DoC  to 
take  the  appropriate  action  needed  to 
make  amendments  to  the  criteria  when 
deemed  to  be  in  the  public  interest. 
Sections  7a.lB,  7b.l6,  and  7c.l6, 
Amendment  or  Revision  of  Criteria,  are 
deleted. 

Under  the  present  procedures,  the 
availability  of  a  LAP  is  announced 
simultaneously  with  publication  of  the 
final  criteria.  Since  publication  of 
separate  criteria  for  each  individual  LAP 
will  no  longer  be  required  under  this 
amendment,  DoC  proposes  to  change 
sections  7a.8,  7b.8.  and  7c.8  of  the 
present  procedures.  Publication  of 
Proposed  Criteria,  to  respective  sections 
entitled,  Announcement  of 
Establishment  of  a  LAP.  This 
amendment  requires  that  an 
announcement  of  establishment  of  a 
LAP  be  published  in  the  Federal  Register 
after  notice  of  the  final  finding  of  need 
under  Part  7a  procedures  or  after  notice 
of  the  request  for  a  LAP  under  parts  7b 
or  7c  procedures  has  been  published. 
This  notice  will  include  the  list  of 
available  test  methods  for  that  LAP, 
instructions  for  making  application  for 
accreditation  in  the  specific  LAP,  and 
descriptions  of  the  accreditation  process 
and  proficiency  testing  programs.  This 
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information  was  previously  contained  in 
the  announcement  in  the  Federal 
Register  of  the  final  criteria. 

Under  the  present  procedures  DoC  is 
required  to  announce  in  the  Federal 
Register  the  fees  to  be  charged  testing 
laboratories  applying  for  accreditation 
simultaneously  with  the  announcement 
of  the  final  criteria.  DoC  proposes  to 
amend  88  7a. 10.  7b.l0,  and  7c.l0, 
Establishment  of  Fees  and  Charges,  to 
state  that  the  notice  announcing  the  fees 
should  be  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  at  the  time  of  the 
announcement  of  establishment  of  a 
LAP. 

As  the  universal  general  and  specific 
criteria  will  ordinarily  remain  constant 
from  one  product  or  service  area  to  the 
next  under  this  amendment,  there  will- 
no  longer  be  a  need  to  establish  a 
Criteria  Committee  for  each  LAP.  DoC 
proposes,  therefore,  the  establishment  of 
one  Advisory  Committee  under  8  7a.6, 
composed  of  qualified  members  from 
government,  testing  laboratories,  and 
users  of  testing  laboratories.  This 
Advisory  Committee  will  be  used  by 
DoC  as  an  informal  source  of 
information  and  advice  relative  to  all 
aspects  of  the  accreditation  process. 
Public  workshops  for  specific  products 
or  services  may  be  held  by  DoC.  All 
interested  parties  will  be  invited  to 
attend  and  to  provide  information  and 
advice  on  the  technical  aspects  of  the 
test  methods  for  the  particular  product 
or  service. 

Several  other  sections  of  the 
procedures  require  amendments  to 
reflect  editorial  revisions  such  as 
changing  Criteria  Committee  to 
Advisory  Committee,  changing  the 
referenced  paragraph  numbers  to  the 
appropriate  numbers  under  the  new 
amendments,  and  deleting  references  to 
“establishment  of  criteria”. 

Future  Revisions 

DoC  believes  that  this  amendment  is 
necessary  at  this  time  in  order  to 
expedite  establishment  of  future  LAPs 
under  these  procedures  and  to  insure 
that  testing  laboratories  wishing  to 
apply  for  accreditation  in  more  than  one 
product  area  will  not  be  required  to 
submit  similar  information  in  different 
formats.  DoC  plans  to  undertake  a 
further  rulemaking  proceeding  to 
consolidate  the  present  three  sets  of 
procedures,  once  an  Advisory 
Committee  has  been  formed.  At  that 
time,  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
present  the  procedures  in  a  fashion 
which  will  more  clearly  identify  the 
differences  among  the  three  approaches 
to  initiating  a  LAP  to  make  the 
procedures  easier  to  read  and  reference. 


Request  for  Comments 

Persons  interested  in  commenting  on 
this  proposed  amendment  to  the 
procedures  contained  in  15  CFR  Part  7a, 
Part  7b,  and  Part  7c,  are  invited  to 
submit  their  comments,  in  four  copies, 
on  or  before  March  30. 1981,  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Productivity, 
Technology  and  Innovation.  Room  3864, 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  D.C.  20230. 

Any  person  desiring  to  express  his  or 
her  views  on  this  proposed  amendment 
at  an  informal  hearing  may  notify  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Productivity, 
Technology  and  Innovation  in  writing  on 
or  before  February  11, 1981,  at  the 
address  shown  in  the  preceding 
paragraph.  Upon  receipt  of  such  a 
request,  an  informal  public  hearing  will 
be  held  to  give  all  interested  persons  an 
opportunity  for  the  oral  presentation  of 
data,  views,  or  arguments,  in  addition  to 
the  opportunity  to  make  written 
submissions.  Notice  of  a  hearing  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  at 
least  twenty  (20)  days  before  the 
scheduled  hearing.  A  transcript  will  be 
made  of  any  oral  presentations. 

All  written  and  oral  comments 
furnished  in  response  to  this  invitation 
will  become  part  of  the  public  record 
and  will  be  available  for  inspection  and 
copying  in  the  Department’s  Central 
Reference  and  Records  Inspection 
Facility,  Room  5317,  Main  Commerce 
Building,  14th  Street  between 
Constitution  and  Pennsylvania  Avenues, 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20230. 

Dated:  January  19, 1981. 

Jordan  J.  Baruch, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Productivity, 
Technology  and  Innovation. 

For  the  reasons  set  out  in  the 
preamble,  Parts  7a,  7b,  and  7c  of  Title  15 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  are 
proposed  to  be  amended  as  follows: 

1.  The  authority  citation  for  Parts  7a, 
7b,  and  7c  is  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

Authority:  Sec.  2,  31  Stat.  1449,  as  amended 
(15  U.S.C.  272);  Reorganization  Plan  No.  3  of 
1946,  Part  VI. 

PART  7a — NATIONAL  VOLUNTARY 
LABORATORY  ACCREDITATION 
PROGRAM:  GENERAL 

2.  Section  7a.3  is  amended  by  revising 
paragraphs  (c),  (f),  and  (g)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7a.3  Definitions. 

***** 

(c)  The  term  “Advisory  Committee" 
means  the  National  Laboratory 


Accreditation  Advisory  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  under  8  7a.6. 
*  *  *  «  • 

(f)  The  term  "general  criteria"  means 
those  characteristics  and  qualifications 
generally  expected  of  a  laboratory 
which  engages  in  the  testing  of  products 
or  services  under  consideration.  See  in 
this  connection  8  7a. 19. 
***** 

(g)  The  term  “specific  criteria"  means 
those  characteristics  of  a  laboratory 
which  pertain  to  the  technical  testing 
functions  conducted  by  a  laboratory  in 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  test 
method(s)  for  the  product  or  services 
under  consideration.  See  in  this 
connection  8  7a. 19. 

3.  Section  7a.4  is  amended  by  revising 
paragraphs  (b)(3)  and  (b)(4)(H),  adding 
paragraph  (b)(5),  and  revising  paragraph 

(h)(3),  to  read  as  follows: 

8  7a.4  Finding  of  need  to  accredit  testing 
laboratories. 

***** 

(b)  *  *  *• 

(3)  Text  of  a  test  method,  if  not 
included  in  the  applicable  standard 
identified  in  paragraph  (b)(2)  of  this 
section; 

(4)  *  *  * 

(ii)  The  number  of  users  of  testing 
laboratories  that  is  believed  will  desire 
services  of  testing  laboratories 
accredited  to  serve  the  product 
identified  in  paragraph  (b)(1)  of  this 
section;  and 

(5)  When  deemed  necessary, 
recommendations  for  amendments  to 
the  general  and  specific  criteria 
referenced  in  8  7a.l9  of  these 
procedures. 

***** 

(h)  *  *  * 

(3)  The  identification  of  any 
amendment  to  the  criteria  in  these 
procedures  (see  8  7a.5(a)),  the  adoption 
of  which  would  benefit  the  public 
interest. 

(i)  If  any  amendments  are  so 
identified,  the  Secretary  shall  decide, 
after  consultation  with  the  requestor, 
whether  to  propose  the  amendments  to 
the  criteria  referenced  in  8  7a.l9.  If  the 
decision  is  to  propose  one  or  more 
amendments,  the  Secretary  shall  decide 
upon  the  precise  language,  propose  the 
amendment(s)  by  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register  and  make  a  final 
determination  following  the  procedures 
of  5  U.S.C.  553,  before  the  LAP  is 
actually  established. 

(ii)  In  making  these  decisions  the 
Secretary  shall  consider  the  following: 

(A)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the 
program  of  the  requested; 
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(B)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the  user 
population; 

(C)  Compatibility  with  the  existing 
criteria  referenced  in  $  7a.l9;  and 

(D)  The  nature  and  content  of  other 
relevant  public  and  private  sector 
laboratory  accreditation  programs. 

(iii)  No  amendment  to  the  criteria 
referenced  in  section  7a.l9  will  be 
issued  unless  the  Secretary  determines 
that  compliance  with,  and 
implementation  of,  the  amendment  is 
feasible,  practical,  and  consistent  with 
the  public  interest. 

4.  Section  7a.5  is  amended  by  revising 
paragraph  (a)  to  read  as  follows: 

S  7s. 5  Statement  of  the  basis  for  a 
preliminary  finding  of  need. 

♦  •  •  •  * 

(a)  Whether  an  amendment  to  these 
procedures  to  modify  the  existing 
general  or  specific  criteria  referenced  in 
§  7a.l9,  to  establish  additional  general 
or  specific  criteria,  or  to  establish  other 
conditions  for  accrediting  testing 
laboratories  would  benefit  the  public 
interest. 

***** 

5.  Section  7a.6  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7a.6  Establishment  and  functions  of  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation  Advisory 
Committee, 

(a)  The  Secretary  shall  establish  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation 
Advisory  Committee  (Advisory 
Committee)  and  appoint  the  Chairman 
and  members  thereto  following  the  filing 
of  a  chapter  setting  forth  the  purpose 
and  nature  of  the  Committee. 

(b)  The  Committee  will  be  composed 
of  members  who  are  qualified  by  their 
training  and  experience  in  the  field  of 
accreditation  or  the  operations  of  testing 
laboratories.  The  composition  of  the 
Committee  will  be  as  follows: 

(1)  One-third  from  Federal,  State  and 
local  governments; 

(2)  One-third  from  testing 
laboratories;  and 

(3)  One-third  from  users  of  testing 
laboratories. 

(c)  The  establishment  and  functioning 
of  this  Advisory  Committee  formed  ana 
utilized  by  the  Secretary  under  these 
procedures  shall  be  governed  by  the 
applicable  provisions  of  the  Federal 
Advisory  Committee  Act  (Pub.  L.  92-403, 
dated  October  6, 1972).  Persons  selected 
to  serve  on  this  Advisory  Committee 
may  be  paid  travel  expenses  and  per 
diem,  provided  authorized  travel  is 
involved. 

(d)  This  Advisory  Committee  will 
function  solely  in  an  advisory  capacity 
with  functions  to  include  the  following: 


(1)  Assessing  the  future  and 
continuing  role  of  laboratory 
accreditation  and  NVLAP  in  terms  of  the 
changing  requirements  of  industry  and 
commerce; 

(2)  Informing  NVLAP  of  the  technical 
requirements  of  testing  laboratories  and 
industry; 

(3)  Advising  on  the  necessity  and 
implementation  of  proposed 
amendments  to  the  general  and  specific 
criteria  referenced  in  B  7a.l9; 

(4)  Evaluating  the  interaction  of  other 
laboratory  accreditation  systems  with 
NVLAP.  and 

(5)  Reviewing  and  giving 
recommendations  on  the  development  of 
international  accreditation  activities 
and  assessing  the  impact  of  such 
activities  on  testing  laboratories  and 
industry. 

(e)  The  Advisory  Committee  shall 
meet  periodically  as  called  upon  by  DoC 
or  may  be  consulted  through  periodic 
mailings  from  OoC. 

(f)  DoC  may  supplement  the  Advisory 
Committee  by  holding  informal  public 
workshops  for  the  specific  product  or 
service  under  consideration.  All 
interested  parties,  as  well  as  the 
Advisory  Committee,  will  be  invited  to 
participate.  Information  will  be  sought 
on  the  following  technical  matters: 

(1)  Precision  and  accuracy 
expectations  for  test  methods; 

(2)  Proficiency  testing' approaches; 

(3)  Materials  and  protocols  for 
assessing  a  laboratory's  performance; 
and 

(4)  The  generation  of  explanatory 
information  to  tailor  the  criteria  to  the 
test  methods  of  the  particular  LAP 

§7a.7  (Removed] 

6.  Section  7a.7  is  removed  in  its 
entirety. 

7.  Section  7a.B  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7a.8  Announcement  of  establishment  of 
a  LAP. 

(a)  After  publication  of  the  final 
finding  of  need  for  a  specific  product 
under  §  7a.4(g),  a  final  notice  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register 
announcing  the  formal  establishment  of 
the  LAP. 

(b)  This  notice  will  contain  the 
following: 

(1)  The  list  of  test  methods  for  which 
accreditation  is  available  in  the 
particular  LAP; 

(2)  Instructions  for  making  application 
for  accreditation  by  laboratories  testing 
the  product  or  service  involved, 
including  what  information  must  be 
provided  in  the  request  for  an 
application;  and 


(3)  A  description  of  the  accreditation 
process  and  the  specific  proficiency 
testing  programs  which  may  be  required 
for  the  particular  product  area. 

(c)  This  notice  will  also  require  that 
each  testing  laboratory  that  desires  to 
participate  in  this  program  must  agree  to 
conditions  that  include  but  are  not 
limited  to  the  following: 

(1)  Be  examined  ana  audited  initially 
and  on  a  continuing  basis; 

(2)  Pay  accreditation  fees  and  charges; 
and 

(3)  Avoid  reference  by  itself  and 
forbid  others  utilizing  the  services  of  an 
accredited  testing  laboratory  from 
referencing  its  accredited  status  under 
NVLAP  in  consumer  media  and  in 
product  advertising  or  on  product  labels, 
containers  and  packaging  or  the 
contents  therein,  or  in  any  other  way 
which  might  convey  the  concept  of 
product  certification  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce. 

8.  Section  7a.9  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7a.9  Coordination  with  Federal  agencies. 

As  a  means  of  assuring  effective  and 
meaningful  cooperation,  input  and 
participation  by  those  Federal  agencies 
that  have  an  interest  in  and  may  be 
impacted  by  the  laboratory 
accreditation  program  carried  out  under 
these  procedures,  the  Secretary  shall 
undertake  to  communicate  and  consult 
with  appropriate  officials  at  policy 
making  levels  within  those  agencies. 
These  coordination  efforts  will  include 
opportunities  for  representatives 
designated  by  those  agencies  to  serve 
on  the  Advisory  Committee  established 
by  the  Secretary  under  §  7a.6  and  to 
participate  in  any  public  workshops 
held  by  DoC  (described  in  §  7a.B(f)). 

9.  Section  7a.l0  ia  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  7a.10  Establishment  of  fees  and 
charges. 

(a)  The  Secretary,  using  the  Working 
Capital  Fund  of  the  National  Bureau  of 
Standards,  as  authorized  by  section  12 
of  the  Act  of  March  3, 1901,  as  amended 
(15  U.S.C.  278b),  or  any  similar  financial 
arrangment  for  this  program,  shall 
establish  fees  and  charges  for 
examining,  assessing,  and  accrediting 
testing  laboratories.  The  fees  and 
charges  established  by  the  Secretary, 
which  may  be  revised  when  the 
Secretary  deems  it  appropriate  to  do  so, 
shall  be  in  amounts  calculated  to  enable 
the  self-sufficiency  of  this  program. 

(b)  When  the  Secretary  publishes  the 
notice  of  Announcement  of 
Establishment  of  a  LAP  referred  to  in 

§  7a.8,  the  Secretary  shall 
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simultaneously  publish  a  separate  notice 
in  the  Federal  Register  setting  forth  the 
schedule  of  fees  that  will  be  charged 
testing  laboratories  that  request 
accreditation  for  a  specific  product  or 
service  area.  The  schedule  of  fees  will 
go  into  effect  on  the  day  it  is  published. 

*  *  #  •  * 

10.  Section  7a.ll  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  7a.  1 1  Participation  of  testing 
laboratories. 

(a)  Each  testing  laboratory  serving  a 
product  or  service  for  which  a  notice  has 
been  published  under  §  7a.8  announcing 
the  establishment  of  a  LAP  for  that 
product  or  service,  and  desiring  to  be 
accredited  under  this  program,  will 
notify  NVLAP  of  its  desire  by  requesting 
an  application  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above-mentioned 
notice  (§  7a.8(b)(l)). 
***** 

(d)  Upon  receipt  by  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  applicant 
testing  laboratory's  written  application 
and  of  the  fees  and  charges  specified  in 
paragraph  (b)  of  this  section,  the 
National  Bureau  of  Standards,  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary,  shall  arrange  for  by 
contract  or  shall  itself  conduct  the 
examination  in  accordance  with  the 
examination  requirements  of  the 
Secretary.  In  all  cases  where  testing 
laboratories  are  examined,  the  National 
Bureau  of 'Standards  shall  assure  that 
the  personnel  used  by  the  contractor  or 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
possess  the  necessary  professional  and 
technical  qualifications  to  assess  the 
laboratory  in  the  product  or  service  area 
being  evaluated.  If  the  National  Bureau 
of  Standards  conducts  the  examination, 
the  resultant  examination  report  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary.  In  cases 
where  the  examination  report  is 
prepared  by  a  contractor  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards,  before  making 
payment  thereunder  or  forwarding  the 
report  to  the  Secretary,  will  review  the 
report  to  assure  that  the  contract  terms 
have  been  fulfilled. 

11.  Section  7a.l3  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§7a.13  Revocation  or  termination  of 
accreditation  of  a  testing  laboratory. 
***** 

(d)  A  testing  laboratory  whose 
application  has  been  rejected  or  whose 
accreditation  has  been  denied,  revoked 
or  terminated,  or  which  has  withdrawn 
its  application  prior  to  being  accredited, 
may  reapply  for  and  be  accredited  if  it 
meets  the  applicable  general  and 


specific  criteria  referenced  in  §  7a.l9, 
and  agrees  also  to  meet  the  conditions 
set  out  under  8  7a.8(c)  and  the 
provisions  of  8  7a.l2. 

12.  Section  7a.l4  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (e)  to  read  as 
follows: 

8  7a.  14  Cessation  of  accreditations. 

•  *  *  *  * 

(e)  If  the  Secretary  ceases  the 
accreditation  of  testing  laboratories  that 
serve  a  specific  product  or  service  as 
provided  for  in  this  section,  the 
Secretary  shall  withdraw  the 
accreditations  previously  issued  to  all 
those  testing  laboratories  serving  that 
product  or  service.  Any  testing 
laboratory  whose  accreditation  has 
been  withdrawn  by  the  Secretary  under 
this  paragraph  may  seek  to  be 
accredited  to  serve  a  different  specific 
product  under  these  procedures,  and 
may  be  so  accredited  if  it  meets  the 
general  and  specific  criteria  referenced 
in  8  7a. 19  and  if  it  agrees  to  meet  the 
conditions  set  out  under  8  7a.8(c)  and 
the  provisions  of  section  8  7a.l2. 
***** 

§  7a.16  l Removed) 

13.  Section  7a.l6  is  removed  in  its 
entirety. 

14.  Part  7a  is  amended  by  adding 
§  7a. 19  to  read  as  follows: 

§  7a.  19  General  and  specific  criteria  for 
accrediting  testing  laboratories. 

(a) (1)  Laboratories  which  voluntarily 
request  accreditation  for  one  or  more 
LAPs  established  under  Parts  7a,  7b,  or 
7c  will  be  accredited  on  the  basis  of 
their  conformance  to  the  general  criteria 
set  out  in  88  7a.20  through  7a.25  and  the 
specific  criteria  set  out  in  §  §  7a.26 
through  7a.30. 

(12)  Accreditation  for  certain  test 
methods  may  also  require  participation 
in  proficiency  testing  programs 
described  in  the  notice  of 
Announcement  of  establishment  of  a 
LAP  under  8  7a.8(b)(3)  (or  under 
§  7a.8(b)(3)  or  8  7c.8(b)(3)  as  applicable). 

(b)  In  each  of  the  sections  containing 
the  criteria,  identified  in  paragraph  (a) 
of  this  section,  the  criterion  itself  is  set 
forth  as  paragraph  (a)  of  each  of 

8§  7a.20  through  7a.30.  The  remaining 
paragraph(s)  of  each  of  those  sections 
set  forth  implementing  requirements 
which  laboratories  must  meet  to  ensure, 
or  to  enable  assessment  of,  conformance 
with  the  criterion. 

(c)  Compliance  with  the  general  and 
specific  criteria  and  other  conditions 
established  by  the  Secretary,  and 
accreditation  under  these  procedures, 
shall  in  no  way  relieve  testing 
laboratories  from  the  necessity  of  also 


observing  and  complying  with  any 
existing  Federal,  State,  and  local 
statutes,  ordinances,  and  regulations 
that  may  be  applicable  to  the  operation 
of  such  laboratories,  including  consumer 
protection  and  antitrust  laws. 

(d)  In  carrying  out  the  activities 
authorized  by  this  section — 

(1)  No  action  will  be  taken  to  develop 
further  criteria  that  would  prohibit  the 
accreditation  of  a  testing  laboratory 
solely  on  the  basis  of  that  laboratory's 
association  or  nonassociation  with 
manufacturing,  distributing  or  vending 
organizations,  or  because  the  testing 
laboratory  is  a  foreign  firm; 

(2)  No  action  will  be  taken  under  this 
program  to  develop  a  product  standard, 
a  test  method  standard,  or  a  comparable 
administrative  rule; 

(3)  No  action  will  be  taken  under  this 
program  to  modify  a  product  standard,  a 
test  method  standard,  or  a  comparable 
administrative  rule  where  such  a 
standard  or  rule  is  in  existence;  and 

(4)  The  Secretary,  under  this  program, 
will  not  ask  for  or  accept  confidential 
business  data,  trade  secrets,  or  other 
proprietary  information. 

(e)  General  criteria  include 
information  and  characteristics  that 
should  be  obtainable  from  or  found  in 
reputable  testing  laboratories.  They 
include  general  information  about  a 
laboratory  (e.g.,  name,  address, 
ownership,  management  structure); 
professional  and  ethical  business 
practices  that  must  exist  for 
accreditation  (e.g.,  agreement  to  adopt 
certain  policies);  and  the  maintenance  of 
a  quality  control  manual  (e.g.,  written 
procedures  and  information  addressing 
the  control  of  staff,  physical  plant, 
operational  processes,  testing  control 
procedures,  and  quality  assurance)  for 
use  by  laboratory  staff  in  the  laboratory. 
For  initial  and  continued  accreditation, 
each  applicant  shall  provide,  in  writing, 
information  in  response  to  the 
provisions  of  88  7a.20  through  7a.25. 

(f)  Specific  criteria  detail  requirements 
for  accreditation  which  relate  to 
individual  test  methods.  The  specific 
criteria  are  designed  so  that  they  may  be 
applied  to  all  test  methods  in  any 
NVLAP  activity  without  having  to  be 
changed  each  time  a  test  method  is 
added  or  revised.  Because  "universal" 
language  is  used,  some  portions  of  the 
specific  criteria  may  not  be  applicable 
for  all  test  methods.  This  is  why  the 
words,  "as  applicable,”  are  used  in 
several  places  in  the  specific  criteria. 
Explanatory  information  will  be  sent  to 
each  applicant  laboratory  showing  how 
the  specific  criteria  relate  to  each  of  the 
test  methods  for  which  accreditation  is 
sought.  This  information  identifies  those 
sections  of  the  specific  criteria  that  are 
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not  applicable,  indicates  how  those 
sections  which  are  applicable  are  to  be 
interpreted  and  implemented,  and 
describes  the  conduct  of  an  on-site 
inspection  and  the  subsequent 
assessment  process.  In  essence,  this 
information  tailors  the  specific  criteria 
to  the  particular  characteristics  of 
individual  test  methods.  It  will  not 
extend  the  criteria  into  new  areas  and 
will  be  revised,  as  necessary,  each  time 
any  test  method  is  revised.  The 
provisions  of  the  specific  criteria  are 
contained  in  §  §  7a.26  through  7a.30. 

15.  Sections  7a.20  through  7a.30  are 
added  to  15  CFR  Part  7a  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7a.20  General  criterion:  Organizational 
structure. 

(a)  Criterion  Cl.  The  laboratory  has  a 
legally  identifiable  organizational 
structure  that  enables  it  to  develop  and 
maintain  a  testing  capability  to  perform 
satisfactorily  the  functions  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought. 

(b)  Organization  Description.  The 
laboratory  shall  submit  a  description  of 
its  organization  including — 

(1)  The  name  and  full  address  of  the 
laboratory  which  is  seeking 
accreditation; 

(2)  If  the  laboratory  is  part  of  a  larger 
organization,  the  complete  legal  name 
and  address  of  that  larger  organization; 

(3)  The  ownership  and  management 
structure  of  the  laboratory,  including  the 
names  and  positions  of  its  principal 
officers  and  board  of  directors; 

(4)  An  outline  or  organizational  chart 
identifying  all  key  management  and 
supervisory  positions  in  each  relevant 
operating,  support,  and  service  unit  in 
the  laboratory's  functional  organization, 
and  defining  at  least  those  reporting 
relationships  that  are  relevant  to  this 
accreditation  request; 

(5)  A  position  description,  including 
the  required  qualifications,  of  the  person 
who  has  technical  responsibility  for  the 
laboratory  in  the  testing  area(s)  for 
which  accreditation  is  sought;  and 

(6)  A  general  description  of  the 
laboratory,  including  its  facilities  and 
scope  of  operation. 

(c)  Changes  in  Organization.  The 
laboratory  shall  submit  a  statement  of 
any  fundamental  changes  related  to  the 
provisions  of  paragraph  (b)  of  this 
section  within  30  calendar  days  of  such 
changes. 

§  7a.22  General  criterion:  Professional  and 
ethical  business  practices. 

(a)  Criterion  G2.  The  laboratory  is 
operated  in  accordance  with  generally 
accepted  professional  and  ethical 
business  practices. 


(b)  Statement  of  Ethical  Practices. 

The  laboratory  shall  agree  in  writing 
that  as  a  minimum  it  will  be  its  policy 
to— 

(1)  Perform  the  tests  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought  in  accordance 
with  the  designated  test  methods,  and  to 
report  and  explain  deviations  from  those 
test  methods  in  its  test  reports; 

(2)  Assure  that  reported  values 
accurately  reflect  measured  data; 

(3)  Limit  test  work  to  that  for  which 
competence  and  capacity  are  available; 

(4)  Treat  test  data,  records,  and 
reports  as  proprietary  information; 

(5}  Respond  to  and  attempt  to  resolve 
complaints  contesting  test  results; 

(6)  Be  capable  of  performing  each  test 
for  which  it  is  accredited  according  to 
the  latest  version  of  each  test  method 
within  one  year  after  publication  or 
within  another  time  limit  specified  by 
the  Department  of  Commerce  (DoC); 

(7)  Maintain  an  independent 
decisional  relationship  between  its 
clients,  affiliates,  or  other  organizations, 
so  that  the  laboratory's  capacity  to 
render  test  reports  objectively  and 
without  bias  is  not  adversely  affected; 
and 

(8)  Return  to  DoC  its  certificate  of 
accreditation  for  possible  revision  or 
other  action  should  it  become  unable  to 
conform  to  any  of  these  general  and 
specific  criteria  for  accreditation. 

(c)  Ascertainment  of  Compliance. 
Ordinarily,  compliance  with  this 
criterion  will  be  assessed  when  a 
complaint  or  other  evidence,  which  is 
received  by  DoC.  questions  the 
accredited  laboratory's  compliance  with 
this  criterion. 

§  7a. 24  General  criterion:  Quality  control 
system. 

(a)  Criterion  G3.  The  laboratory 
maintains  a  quality  control  system  to 
help  assure  the  technical  integrity  of  its 
work. 

(b)  Documentation  of  Quality  Control 
System.  The  laboratory's  quality  control 
system  must  include  a  quality  control 
manual  or  a  laboratory  operations 
control  manual  containing  written 
procedures  and  information  in  response 
to  the  applicable  requirements  of  the 
specific  criteria.  The  procedures  and 
information  may  be  explicitly  contained 
in  the  manual  or  may  be  referenced  so 
that  their  location  in  the  laboratory  is 
clearly  identified.  The  written 
procedures  and  information  must  be 
adequate  to  guide  a  testing  technician 
(who  is  deemed  qualified  by  the 
National  Bureau  of  Standards  (NBS)  or 
by  an  NBS  contractor)  in  conducting  the 
tests  in  accordance  with  the  test 
methods  for  which  accreditation  is 
sought. 


(c)  Availability  of  Quality  Control 
Documentation.  The  laboratory  shall 
have  a  current  copy  of  its  quality  control 
manual  or  laboratory  operations  control 
manual  available  in  the  laboratory  for 
use  by  laboratory  personnel  and  shall 
make  the  manual  available  for  DoC 
review  and  audit. 

(d)  Definitions.  For  NVLAP  purposes 
the  terms  "quality  control  manual"  and 
"laboratory  operations  control  manual" 
are  understood  as  follows: 

(1)  A  quality  control  manual  consists 
of  general  guidelines  for  the  quality 
control  of  the  laboratory’s  method  of 
operation;  specific  information  is 
provided  for  portions  of  individual  test 
methods  whenever  specifics  are  needed 
to  comply  with  the  criteria  or  otherwise 
support  the  laboratory's  operations;  and 

(2)  A  laboratory  operations  control 
manual  consists  of  specific  procedures 
and  information  for  each  test  method 
responding  to  the  applicable 
requirements  of  the  specific  criteria. 

§  7a. 26  Specific  criteria:  Personnel 
requirements. 

(a)  Criterion  Si.  The  laboratory  is 
staffed  by  personnel  who  are  competent 
to  perform  the  tests  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought. 

(b)  Assurance  of  Staff  Competence. 
The  laboratory  shall  assure  the 
competency  of  its  staff  through  the 
observation  and/or  examination  of  each 
relevant  staff  member  in  the 
performance  of  each  test  method  or  part 
thereof  that  each  member  is  assigned  to 
perform.  Staff  members  who  perform 
relatively  simple  tests  at  field  locations 
with  limited  on-site  supervision  must 
annually  pass  an  examination  supplied 
by  DoC.  The  observations  at  the 
laboratory  must  be  conducted  at 
intervals  not  exceeding  one  year  by  one 
or  more  individuals  judged  qualified  by 
the  person  who  has  technical 
responsibility  for  the  laboratory.  In  lieu 
of  an  annual  observation  or 
examination,  current  approval  of  staff 
members  by  DoC-recognized 
certification  or  licensing  organizations 
in  areas  of  competence  encompassing 
these  test  methods  is  acceptable. 

(c)  Description  of  Training  Program. 
The  laboratory  shall  make  available  the 
description  of  its  training  program  for 
assuring  that  new  or  untrained  staff  will 
be  able  to  perform  tests  properly  and 
uniformly  to  the  requisite  degree  of 
precision  and  accuracy. 

(d)  Personnel  Records.  The  laboratory 
shall  maintain  in  its  personnel  files — 

(1)  A  record,  including  dates  and 
results,  of  the  observation  or 
examination  of  performance  for  each 
test  method  or  part  thereof  for  which 
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each  staff  member  is  assigned  to 
perform; 

(2)  Certification  of  competence,  if  any, 
from  recognized  outside  agencies;  and 

(3)  A  listing  of  training  courses 
completed. 

§  7a.28  Specific  criterion:  Facilities, 
equipment,  and  procedures. 

(a)  Criterion  S2.  The  laboratory’s 
facilities,  equipment,  and  procedures  are 
appropriate  for  accreditation. 

(b)  Description  of  Equipment  and 
Facilities.  The  laboratory  shall  maintain 
a  list  of  its  facilities  and  equipment 
required  for  each  test  method  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought,  and,  as 
applicable,  a  description  of  those 
facilities  and  equipment  including — 

(1)  Sufficient  identification  of  test 
instruments  to  allow  correlations  with 
calibration  records; 

(2)  Schematics,  drawings,  diagrams  or 
photographs  of  equipment  and  facilities 
for  demonstrating  conformance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  test  method;  and 

(3)  A  description  of  envrionmantal  or 
sample  conditioning  equipment  and 
facilities  showing  how  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  test  method  is 
measured  and  maintained. 

(c)  Calibration,  Verification  and 
maintenance.  The  laboratory  shall 
provide  evidence  of  the  calibration, 
verification,  and  maintenence  of  the 
facilities  and  equipment  specified  for 
each  test  method  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought,  through  the 
following: 

(1)  A  description  of  the  procedures 
used  in  calibrating,  verfiying,  and 
maintaining  the  test  equipment  and 
facilities,  including,  as  applicable — 

(1)  Calibration  and  verification 
equipment  or  services  used; 

(ii)  Reference  standards  and  materials 
used; 

(iii)  Measurement  assurance, 
collaborative  reference,  or  other 
programs  in  which  the  laboratory 
participates; 

(iv)  Routine  maintenance;  and 

(2)  Calibration  and  verification 
records  including,  as  applicable — 

(i)  Equipment  description  or  name; 

(ii)  Name  of  manufacturer, 

(iii)  Model,  style,  and  serial  number, 
or  other  identification; 

(iv)  Equipment  variables  subject  to 
calibration  and  verification; 

(v)  Range  of  operation  and  range  of 
calibration  and  verification; 

(vi)  Resolution  of  the  instrument  and 
allowable  error  tolerances  on  readings; 

(vii)  Calibration  or  verification 
schedule  (intervals); 

(viii)  Date  and  result  of  last 
calibration  or  verification  and  date  of 
the  next  calibration  or  verification; 


(ix)  Name  of  laboratory  person  or 
outside  service  providing  the  above 
calibration  or  verification;  and 

(x)  Traceability  to  NBS  or  other 
authority  as  required. 

(d)  Supplementary  Test  Method  Plan. 
The  laboratory  shall  maintain  a  test 
plan  supplementing  each  test  method  for 
which  accreditation  is  sought  which 
includes,  as  applicable,  instruction  for — 

(1)  Equipment  maintenance  and 
verification  checks; 

(2)  Specimen  selection,  handling,  and 
disposal; 

(3)  Data  collection,  analysis,  and 
reporting; 

(4)  Quality  control  checks  and  audits; 
and 

(5)  Any  subcontractors  performing 
part  of  the  test  and  a  description  of  how 
the  laboratory  assures  the  required 
precision  and  accuracy. 

(i)  Note.  The  intent  of  paragraph  (d)(5) 
of  this  section,  is  to  allow 
subcontractors  to  perform  common 
repetitive  tasks  (such  as  making  slides 
or  taking  pictures)  which  are  required  by 
certain  test  methods.  However,  only 
laboratories  having  the  measuring 
equipment  by  which  final  test  data  are 
obtained  can  be  accredited.  If  data 
obtained  using  one  test  method  in  this 
accreditation  program  are  used  as  input 
data  for  a  second  test  method,  or  if  tbe 
test  procedures  for  one  test  method 
affects  the  results  obtained  in  a  second 
test  method,  a  laboratory  seeking 
accreditation  for  the  second  method 
must  also  be  accredited  for  the  first 
method.  An  accredited  laboratory  may 
not  present  final  test  data  to  a  client  as 
data  from  an  accredited  laboratory 
unless  the  final  test  data  actually  were 
obtained  from  an  accrdited  laboratory. 

(e)  Evidence  of  Conformance.  The 
laboratory  shall  maintain,  as  applicable, 
documented  evidence  that  no 
degradation  of  performance  results  from 
the  use  of  equipment,  facilities,  or 
procedures  which  are  not  in  strict 
conformance  with  each  test  method  for 
which  accreditation  is  sought. 

§  7a.30  Specific  criterion:  Records  of 
operations. 

(a)  Criterion  S3.  The  laboratory 
maintains  records  of  its  operations. 

(b)  Test  Reports  and  Related 
Information.  The  laboratory  shall 
maintain  records  of  those  testing 
activities  associated  with  each  test 
method  for  which  accreditation  is 
sought,  including  the  following: 

(1)  Test  reports  containing,  as 
applicable — 

(i)  Name  and  address  of  the 
laboratory; 

(ii)  Pertinent  dates  and  identifying 
numbers; 


(iii)  Name  of  client; 

(iv)  Description  and  identification  of 
the  specimen  (including,  as  necessary, 
location  of  the  batch,  lot.  or  project  of 
the  sampled  material  from  which  the 
specimen  was  taken); 

(v)  An  appropriate  title; 

(vi)  Identification  of  the  test  method, 
procedure,  or  specification; 

(vii)  Known  deviations,  additions  to, 
or  exclusions  from  the  test  method; 

(viii)  Measurements,  examinations, 
derived  results,  and  identification  of  test 
anomalies; 

(ix)  If  necessary,  a  statement  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  test  results  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  product  or 
project  specifications; 

(x)  Signature  of  person  having 
technical  responsibility  for  the  test 
report;  and 

(xi)  All  items  required  by  the  test 
method; 

(2)  Data  generated  during  testing  if  not 
included  in  the  test  report,  such  as  raw 
data,  calculations,  tables,  graphs, 
sketches,  and  photographs;  and 

(3)  Specimen  control  forms  which 
document  the  receipt,  handling,  storage, 
shipping,  and  testing  of  specimens  or  a 
written  description  of  the  procedures 
and  separate  records  that  are 
maintained  to  control  these  operations. 

(c)  Example  Test  Report.  The 
laboratory  shall  make  available  to  DoC, 
upon  request,  a  typical  completed  test 
report  with  the  name  of  the  client  and 
source  of  any  product  deleted. 

(d)  Standards  and  Similar  Documents. 
The  laboratory  shall  have  copies  of 
applicable  standards  and  other 
documents  referred  to  or  used  in 
performing  each  test  method  for  which 
accreditation  is  sought. 

(e)  Quality  Control  Records.  The 
laboratory  shall  maintain  records  of  its 
quality  control  checks  and  audits  for 
monitoring  its  test  work  including — 

(1)  Records  of  audit  sampling  of  the 
test  results;  and 

(2)  Records  of  detected  errors  and 
discrepancies  and  actions  taken 
subsequent  to  such  detection. 

(f)  Complaints.  The  laboratory  shall 
maintain  a  file  of  written  complaints 
and  disposition  thereof. 

(g)  Retention  of  Records.  The 
laboratory  shall  retain  records  required 
by  these  general  and  specific  criteria  for 
a  minimum  of  three  years  or  for  any 
longer  period  of  time  specified  by 
Federal,  State,  or  local  requirements  or 
other  contractual  requirements. 
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PART  7b— NATIONAL  VOLUNTARY 
LABORATORY  ACCREDITATION 
PROGRAM:  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

16.  Section  7b.3  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (c).  (f).  and  (g)  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  7b.3  Definitions. 

•  *  •  •  • 

(c)  The  term  "Advisory  Committee" 
means  the  National  Laboratory 
Accreditation  Advisory  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  under  §  7a.6 
of  15  CFR  Part  7a. 
***•*. 

(f)  The  term  “general  criteria"  means 
those  characteristics  and  qualifications 
generally  expected  of  a  laboratory 
which  engages  in  the  testing  of  products 
or  services  under  consideration.  See  in- 
this  connection  §  7a.l9  of  15  CFR  Part 
7a. 

***** 

(g)  The  term  “specific  criteria"  means 
those  characteristics  of  a  laboratory 
which  pertain  to  the  technical  testing 
functions  conducted  by  a  laboratory  in 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  test 
method(s)  for  the  product  or  services 
under  consideration.  See  in  this 
connection  §  7a.l9. 

17.  Section  7b.4  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (b)(5)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b. 4  Request  to  establish  a  laboratory 
accreditation  program  (LAP). 

***** 

(b)  *  *  * 

(5)  When  deemed  necessary, 
recommendations  for  amendments  to 
the  general  and  specific  criteria 
referenced  in  §  7a.l9  of  15  CFR  Part  7a; 
***** 

18.  Section  7b.5  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b.5  Amendment  of  criteria  used  to 
accredit  laboratories. 

(a)  If  one  or  more  amendments  are 
recommended  under  §  7b.4(b)(5),  the 
Secretary  shall  decide,  after 
consultation  with  the  requesting  Federl 
agency,  whether  to  propose  any 
amendments  to  the  critieria  referenced 
in  §  7a.l9  of  15  CFR  Part  7a.  If  the 
decision  is  to  propose  one  or  more 
amendments,  the  Secretary  shall  decide 
upon  the  precise  language,  propose  the 
amendment(s)  by  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register,  and  make  a  final 
determination  following  the  procedures 
of  5  U.S.C.  553,  before  the  LAP  is 
actually  established. 

(b)  In  making  these  decisions  the 
Secretary  shall  consider  the  following: 


(1)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the 
program  of  the  requesting  Federal 
agency: 

(2)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the  user 
population; 

(3)  Compatibility  with  the  existing 
criteria  referenced  in  section  7a.l9;  and 

(4)  the  nature  and  content  of  other 
relevant  public  and  private  sector 
laboratory  accreditation  programs. 

(c)  No  amendment  to  the  criteria 
referenced  in  $  7a. 19  will  be  issued 
unless  the  Secretary  has  determined 
that  compliance  with  and 
implementation  of  the  amendment  is 
feasible,  practical,  and  consistent  with 
the  public  interest. 

19.  Section  7b.6  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b.6  Establishment  and  functions  of  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation  Advisory 
Committee. 

(a)  the  Secretary  shall  establish  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation 
Advisory  Committee  (Advisory 
Committee)  under  the  provisions  of 
§  7a.6  of  15  CFR  Part  7a. 

(b)  This  Advisory  Committee  will 
function  solely  in  an  advisory  capacity 

•  pursuant  to  §  7a.6  (d)  and  (e). 

§7b.7  I  Removed ) 

20.  Section  7b.7  is  removed  in  its 
entirety. 

21.  Section  7b.8  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b. 8  Announcement  of  establishment  of 
a  LAP. 

(a)  After  publication  of  the  request  for 
a  LAP  for  a  specific  product  under 

§  7b.4(c),  a  final  notice  will  be  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  announcing  the 
formal  establishment  of  the  LAP. 

(b)  This  notice  will  contain  the 
following: 

(1)  The  list  of  test  methods  for  which 
accreditation  is  available  in  the 
particular  LAP; 

(2)  Instructions  for  making  application 
for  accreditation  by  laboratories  testing 
the  product  or  service  involved, 
including  what  information  must  be 
provided  in  the  request  for  an 
application;  and 

(3)  A  description  of  the  accreditation 
process  and  the  specific  proficiency 
testing  programs  which  may  be  required 
for  the  particular  product  area. 

(c)  This  notice  will  also  require  that 
each  testing  laboratory  that  desires  to 
participate  in  this  program  must  agree  to 
conditions  that  include  but  are  not 
limited  to  the  following: 

(1)  Be  examined  and  audited  initially 
and  on  a  continuing  basis; 

(2)  Pay  accreditation  fees  and  charges; 
and 


(3)  Avoid  reference  by  itself  and 
forbid  others  utilizing  the  services  of  an 
accredited  testing  laboratory  from 
referencing  its  accredited  status  under 
NVLAP  in  consumer  media  and  in 
product  advertising  or  on  product  labels, 
containers  and  packaging  or  the 
contents  therein,  or  in  any  other  way 
which  might  convey  the  concept  of 
product  certification  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce. 

22.  Section  7b.9  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b.9  Coordination  with  Federal  agencies. 

As  a  means  of  assuring  effective  and 
meaningful  cooperation,  input,  and 
participation  by  those  Federal  agencies 
(other  than  the  requesting  agency)  that 
have  an  interest  in  and  may  be  impacted 
by  the  laboratory  accreditation  program 
carried  out  under  these  procedures,  the 
Secretary  shall  undertake  to 
communicate  and  consult  with 
appropriate  officials  within  those 
agencies.  The  coordination  efforts  will 
include  opportunities  for  representatives 
designated  by  those  agencies  to  serve 
on  the  Advisory  Committee  established 
by  the  Secretary  under  §  7a.6  and  to 
participate  in  any  public  workshops 
held  by  DoC  (described  in  §  7a.6(f)). 

23.  Section  7b. 10  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  7b.10  Establishment  of  fees  and 
charges. 

(a)  The  Secretary,  using  the  Working 
Capital  Fund  of  the  National  Bureau  of 
Standards,  as  authorized  by  section  12 
of  the  Act  of  March  3, 1901,  as  amended 
(15  U.S.C.  278b),  or  any  similar  financial 
arrangement  for  this  program,  shall 
establish  fees  and  charges  for 
examining,  assessing,  and  accrediting 
testing  laboratories.  The  fees  and 
charges  established  by  the  Secretary, 
which  may  be  revised  when  the 
Secretary  deems  it  appropriate  to  do  so, 
shall  be  in  amounts  calculated  to  enable 
the  self-sufficiency  of  this  program. 

(b)  When  the  Secretary  publishes  the 
notice  of  Announcement  of 
Establishment  of  a  LAP  referred  to  in 

§  7b.8,  the  Secretary  shall 
simultaneously  publish  a  separate  notice 
in  the  Federal  Register  setting  forth  the 
schedule  of  fees  that  will  be  charged 
testing  laboratories  that  request 
accreditation  for  a  specific  product  or 
service  area.  The  schedule  of  fees  will 
go  into  effect  on  the  day  it  is  published. 
***** 

24.  Section  7b.ll  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (d)  to  read 
as  follows: 
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9  7b.  1 1  Participation  of  testing 
laboratories. 

(a)  Each  testing  laboratory  serving  a 
product  or  service  for  which  a  notice  has 
been  published  under  S  7b. 8  announcing 
the  establishment  of  a  LAP  for  that 
product  or  service,  and  desiring  to  be 
accredited  under  this  program,  will 
notify  NVLAP  of  its  desire  by  requesting 
an  application  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above-mentioned 
notice)  9  7b.8(b)(1)). 

«  *  *  *  • 

(d)  Upon  receipt  by  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  applicant 
testing  laboratory's  written  application 
and  of  the  fees  and  charges  specified  in 
paragraph  (b)  of  this  section,  the 
National  Bueau  of  Standards,  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary,  shall  arrange  for  by 
contract  or  shall  itself  conduct  the 
examination  in  accordance  with  the 
examination  requirements  of  the 
Secretary.  In  all  cases  where  testing 
laboratories  are  examined,  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  shall  assure  that 
the  personnel  used  by  the  contractor  or 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
possess  the  necessary  professional  and 
technical  qualifications  to  assess  the 
laboratory  in  the  product  or  service  area 
being  evaluated,  if  the  National  Bureau 
of  Standards  conducts  the  examination, 
the  resultant  examination  report  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary.  In  cases 
where  the  examination  report  is 
prepared  by  a  contractor,  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards,  before  making 
payment  thereunder  or  forwarding  the 
report  to  the  Secretary,  will  review  the 
report  to  assure  that  the  contract  terms 
have  been  fulfilled. 

25.  Section  7b.l3  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7b.13  Revocation  or  termination  of 
accreditation  of  a  testing  laboratory. 

•  •  *  •  • 

(d)  A  testing  laboratory  whose 
application  has  been  rejected  or  whose 
accreditation  has  been  denied,  revoked 
or  terminated,  or  which  has  withdrawn 
its  application  prior  to  being  accredited, 
may  reapply  for  and  be  accredited  if  it 
meets  the  applicable  general  and 
specific  criteria  referenced  in  §  7a.l9, 
and  agrees  also  to  meet  the  conditions 
set  out  under  §  7b.8(c)  and  the 
provisions  9  7b.l2. 

§  7b.  16  IRemovedl 

26.  Section  7b.16  is  removed  in  its 
entirely. 

27.  Part  7b  is  amended  by  adding 
9  7b.l9  to  read  as  follows: 


9  7b.  19  General  and  specific  criteria  for 
accrediting  test  laboratories. 

(a)  Laboratories  which  voluntarily 
request  accreditation  for  one  or  more 
LAPs  established  under  this  Part  7b  will 
be  accredited  on  the  basis  of  their 
conformance  to  the  general  and  specific 
criteria  as  referenced  in  9  7a.  19  and  set 
out  in  99  7a.20  through  7a.30  of  15  CFR 
Part  7a. 

(b)  [Reserved]. 

PART  7c— NATIONAL  VOLUNTARY 
LABORATORY  ACCREDITATION 
PROGRAM:  PRIVATE  SECTOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 

28.  Section  7c.3  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (d),  (g),  and  (h)  to 
read  as  follows: 

9  7c.3  Definitions. 

*  *  *  •  • 

(d)  The  term  “Advisory  Committee" 
means  the  National  Laboratory 
Accreditation  Advisory  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  under  9  7a.6 
of  15  CFR  Part  7a. 

•  *  •  *  • 

(g)  The  term  “general  criteria”  means 
those  characteristics  and  qualifications 
generally  expected  of  a  laboratory 
which  engages  in  the  testing  of  products 
or  services  under  consideration.  See  in 
this  connectiqn  9  7a.l9  of  15  CFR  Part 
7a. 

•  •  *  •  • 

(h)  The  term  "specific  criteria"  means 
those  characteristics  of  a  laboratory 
which  pertain  to  the  technical  testing 
functions  conducted  by  a  laboratory  in 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  test 
method(s)  for  the  product  or  services 
under  consideration.  See  in  this 
connection  9  7a. 19. 

29.  Section  7c.4  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (b)(4)  to  read  as 
follows: 

9  7c.4  Request  to  establish  a  laboratory 
accreditation  program  (LAP). 

*  •  •  •  * 

(b)  *  *  * 

(4)  When  deemed  necessary, 
recommendations  for  amendments  to 
the  general  and  specific  criteria 
referenced  in  9  7a.l9  of  15  CFR  Part  7a; 

30.  Section  7c.5  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

9  7  c. 5  Amendment  of  criteria  used  to 
accredit  laboratories. 

(a)  If  one  or  more  amendments  are 
recommended  under  9  7c.4(b)(4).  the 
Secretary  shall  decide,  after 
consultation  with  the  requesting 
organization,  whether  to  propose  any 
amendments  to  the  criteria  referenced  in 


9  7a. 19  of  15  CFR  Part  7a.  If  the  decision 
is  to  propose  one  or  more  amendments, 
the  Secretary  shall  decide  upon  the 
precise  language,  propose  the 
amendment(s)  by  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register,  and  make  a  final 
determination  following  the  procedures 
of  5  U.S.C.  553,  before  the  LAP  is 
actually  established. 

(b)  In  making  these  decisions  the 
Secretary  shall  consider  the  following— 

(1)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the 
program  of  the  requesting  organization: 

(2)  The  needs  and  scope  of  the  user 
population; 

(3)  Compatibility  with  the  existing 
criteria  referenced  in  9  7a.l9:  and 

(4)  The  nature  and  content  of  other 
relevant  public  and  private  sector 
laboratory  accreditation  programs. 

(c)  No  amendment  to  the  criteria 
referenced  in  9  7a. 19  will  be  issued 
unless  the  Secretary  has  determined 
that  compliance  with  and 
implementation  of  the  amendment  is 
feasible,  practical,  and  consistent  with 
the  public  interest. 

31.  Section  7c.6  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

9  7c.6  Establishment  and  functions  of  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation  Advisory 
Committee. 

(a)  The  Secretary  shall  establish  a 
National  Laboratory  Accreditation 
Advisory  Committee  (Advisory 
Committee)  under  the  provisions  of 
9  7a.6  of  15  CFR  Part  7a. 

(b)  This  Advisory  Committee  will 
function  solely  in  an  advisory  capacity 
pursuant  to  9  7a.6  (d)  and  (e). 

§  7c.7  (Removed] 

32.  Section  7c.7  is  removed  in  its 
entirety. 

33.  Section  7c.8  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

9  7c.8  Announcement  of  establishment  of 
SLAP. 

(a)  After  publication  of  the  request  for 
a  LAP  for  a  specific  product  under 

9  7c.4(c)  a  final  notice  will  be  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  announcing  the 
formal  establishment  of  the  LAP. 

(b)  This  notice  will  contain  the 
following: 

(1)  The  list  of  test  methods  for  which 
accreditation  is  available  in  the 
particular  LAP; 

(2)  Instructions  for  making  application 
for  accreditation  by  laboratories  testing 
the  product  or  service  involved, 
including  what  information  must  be 
provided  in  the  request  for  an 
application;  and 

(3)  A  description  of  the  accreditation 
process  and  the  specific  proficiency 
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testing  programs  which  may  be  required 
for  the  particular  product  area. 

(c)  This  notice  will  also  require  that 
each  testing  laboratory  that  desires  to 
participate  in  this  program  must  agree  to 
conditions  that  include  but  are  not 
limited  to  the  following: 

(1)  Be  examined  and  audited  initially 
and  on  a  continuing  basis; 

(2)  Pay  accreditation  fees  and  charges; 
and 

(3)  Avoid  reference  by  itself  and 
forbid  others  utilizing  the  services  of  an 
accredited  testing  laboratory  from 
referencing  its  accredited  status  under 
NVLAP  in  consumer  media  and  in 
product  advertising  or  on  product  labels, 
containers  and  packaging  or  the 
contents  therein,  or  in  any  other  way 
which  might  convey  the  concept  of 
product  certification  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce. 

34.  Section  7c.9  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7c.9  Coordination  with  Federal  agencies. 

(a)  As  a  means  of  assuring  effective 
and  meaningful  cooperation,  input,  and 
participation  by  those  Federal  agencies 
that  have  an  interest  in  and  may  be 
impacted  by  the  laboratory 
accreditation  program  carried  out  under 
these  procedures,  the  Secretary  shall 
undertake  to  communicate  and  consult 
with  appropriate  officials  at  policy 
making  levels  within  those  agencies. 
These  coordination  efforts  will  include 
opportunities  for  representatives 
designated  by  those  agencies  to  serve 
on  the  Advisory  Committee  established 
by  the  Secretary  under  $  7a.6  and  to 
participate  in  any  public  workshops 
held  by  DoC  (described  in  $  7a.6(f)l- 

(b)  (Reserved) 

35.  Section  7c.l0  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  7c. 10  Establishment  of  fees  and 
charges. 

(a)  The  Secretary,  using  the  Working 
Capital  Fund  of  the  National  Bureau  of 
Standards,  as  authorized  by  section  12 
of  the  Act  of  March  3. 1901,  as  amended 
(15  U.S.C.  278b),  or  any  similar  financial 
arrangement  for  this  program,  shall 
establish  fees  and  charges  for 
examining,  assessing,  and  accrediting 
testing  laboratories.  The  fees  and 
charges  established  by  the  Secretary, 
which  may  be  revised  when  the 
Secretary  deems  it  appropriate  to  do  so, 
shall  be  in  amounts  calculated  to  enable 
the  self-sufficiency  of  this  program. 

(b)  When  the  Secretary  publishes  the 
notice  of  Announcement  of 
Establishment  of  a  LAP  referred  to  in 

§  7c.8,  the  Secretary  shall 
simultaneously  publish  a  separate  notice 


in  the  Federal  Register  setting  forth  the 
schedule  of  fees  that  will  be  charged 
testing  laboratories  that  request 
accreditation  for  a  specific  product  or 
service  area.  The  schedule  of  fees  will 
go  into  effect  on  the  day  it  is  published. 

*  *  *  ft  ft 

36.  Section  7c.ll  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (a)  and  (d)  to  read 
as  follows: 

S7c.11  Participation  of  testing 
laboratories. 

(a)  Each  testing  laboratory  serving  a 
product  or  service  for  which  a  notice  has 
been  published  under  S  7c.6  announcing 
the  establishment  of  a  LAP  for  that 
product  or  service,  and  desiring  to  be 
accredited  under  this  program,  will 
notify  NVLAP  of  its  desire  by  requesting 
an  application  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above-mentioned 
notice  (§  7c.8(b)(l|). 

(d)  Upon  receipt  by  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  applicant 
testing  laboratory's  written  application 
and  of  the  fees  and  charges  specified  in 
paragraph  (b)  of  this  section,  the 
National  Bureau  of  Standards,  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary,  shall  arrange  for  by 
contract  or  shall  itself  conduct  the 
examination  in  accordance  with  the 
examination  requirements  of  the 
Secretary.  In  all  cases  where  testing 
laboratories  are  examined,  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  shall  assure  that 
the  personnel  used  by  the  contractor  or 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
possess  the  necessary  professional  and 
technical  qualifications  to  assess  the 
laboratory  in  the  product  or  service  area 
being  evaluated.  If  the  National  Bureau 
of  Standards  conducts  the  examination, 
the  resultant  examination  report  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary.  In  cases 
where  the  examination  report  is 
prepared  byja  contractor,  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards,  before  making 
payment  thereunder  or  forwarding  the 
report  to  the  Secretary,  will  review  the 
report  to  assure  that  the  contract  terms 
have  been  fulfilled. 

37.  Section  7c.l3  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7c.  13  Revocation  or  termination  of 
accreditation  of  a  testing  laboratory. 

*  *  *  *  ft 

(d)  A  testing  laboratory  whose 
application  has  been  rejected  or  whose 
accreditation  has  been  denied,  revoked 
or  terminated,  or  which  has  withdrawn 
its  application  prior  to  being  accredited, 
may  reapply  for  and  be  accredited  if  it 
meets  the  applicable  general  and 
specific  criteria  referenced  in  §  7a.l9, 
and  agrees  also  to  meet  the  conditions 


set  out  under  §  7c.8(c)  and  the 
provisions  of  3  7c.12 

38.  Section  7c.14  is  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (e)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  7c.  14  Cessation  of  accreditations. 

ft  ft  *  ft  ft 

(e)  If  the  Secretary  ceases  the 
accreditation  of  testing  laboratories  that 
serve  a  specific  product  or  service  as 
provided  for  in  this  section,  the 
Secretary  shall  withdraw  the 
accreditations  previously  issued  to  all 
those  testing  laboratories  serving  that 
product  or  service.  Any  testing 
laboratory  whose  accreditation  has 
been  withdrawn  by  the  Secretary  under 
this  paragraph  may  seek  to  be 
accredited  to  serve  a  different  specific 
product  under  these  procedures,  and 
may  be  so  accredited  if  it  meets  the 
general  and  specific  criteria  referenced 
in  §  7a. 19  and  if  it  agrees  to  meet  the 
conditions  set  out  under  §  7c.8(c)  and 
the  provisions  of  §  7c.l2. 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

§  7c. 16  (Removed I 

39.  Section  7c.l6  is  removed  in  its 
entirety. 

40.  Part  7c  is  amended  by  adding 
§  7c. 19  to  read  as  follows: 

§  7c.  19  General  and  specific  criteria  for 
accrediting  testing  laboratories. 

(a)  Laboratories  which  voluntarily 
request  accreditation  for  one  or  more 
LAPs  established  under  this  Part  7c  will 
be  accredited  on  the  basis  of  their 
conformance  to  the  general  and  specific 
criteria  as  referenced  in  §  7a.l9  and  set 
out  in  §§  7a.20  through  7a.30  of  15  CFR 
Part  7a. 

(b)  [Reserved | 
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